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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R § 1.102 and MPEP § 708.02, the undersigned 
respectfully petitions the Commissioner for advanced examination of the above-identified 
patent application. Advanced examination is requested on the basis of special grounds 
pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.102 (d) on the basis that the above-identified application is 
directed to an invention for countering terrorism, as set forth in MPEP § 708.02 (XI): 
"Inventions for Countering Terrorism." 

Applicants previously petitioned the Commissioner for advanced examination of 
the above-identified patent appUcation. However, the Petition was denied on the basis 
that none of the claims were specifically directed to bioterrorism activities. Applicants 
have now filed a Second Supplemental Preliminary Ameg^^j^^i|])8^K!i8Bfl6Sl8B&3ii^ 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United Stat^PgBt^^SArvice as mail in an envelope 

addressed to: Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on March 8, 2005. 
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been added that are specifically directed to bioterrorism activities. For the convenience of 
the Examiner, the newly added claims are as follows: 

Claim 141. (Newly presented) A method for detecting one or 
more pathogens in a sample, wherein the pathogens are used for the 
production of biological weapons for terrorism or battlefield use, 
comprising: 

(a) combining one or more nucleic acid sequences in a sample 
with multiple primers comprising randomized nucleotide sequences, said 
randomized sequences being sufficiently randomized to provide 
nonpreferential start sites for amplification of the sample nucleic acid 
sequences; 

(b) performing a plurality of cycles of a polymerase chain reaction 
to randomly amplify the sample nucleic acid sequences, to produce 
nucleic acid amplification products, 

(c) combining the amplification products with an array of 
predetermined nucleic acid sequences; and 

(d) detecting amplification products hybridized to the array. 

Claim 142. (Newly presented) The method of Claim 141, 
wherein the biological pathogen comprises Bacillus anthracis or Yersinia 
pestis. 

Statement in Support of Petition 

Applicants respectfiiUy submit that the invention described and claimed in the 
above-identified patent application contributes to countering terrorism by describing a 
method for the detection of one or more pathogens in a sample, wherein the pathogens 
are used for the production of biological weapons for terrorism or battlefield use. This 
method is set forth in Claim 141. The method is usefiil for detecting pathogens that have 
been used or are known to present the risk of being used as biological warfare or 
bioterrorism agents such as, but not limited to, Bacillus anthracis (anthrax) and Yersinia 
pestis (bubonic plague). Claim 142 specifies these two pathogens. 
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Accordingly, applicants respectfully requests that this Petition to Make Special be 
granted to expedite prosecution of the above-identified application. 
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d form to: Commissioner for Patents 
I, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Application Number 



Filinp Date 



First Named Inventor 
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Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/630,384 



July 30, 2003 



R. Paul Schaudies, et al. 



1637 



Fredman, J, 
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that requires a processing fee (37 CFR 1.17(f), 



Enclosed is a paper filed under 37 CFR 1.102 
(g), or(h)). Payment of $ 130 is enclosed. 

This form should be included with the above-mentioned paper and faxed or mailed to the Office using the appropriate Mail Stop, 
(e.g., Mail Stop Petition), if applicable. For transmittal of petition fees under 37 CFR 1. 1 7(i) see font) PTO/SB/1 7i. 
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Payment of Fees (small entity amounts are NOT available for the petition fees) 
S The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the following fees to Deposit Account No. 

S processing fee under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(f), (g) or (h) El any deficiency of fees and credit of any overpayments 

Enclose a duplicative copy of this forni for fee processing. 

□ Check in the amount of $ is enclosed. 

□ Payment by credit card (Form PTO-2038 or equivalent enclosed). Do not provide credit card infomnation on this form. 



Petition Fees under 37 CFR 1.17(f): Fee S400 Fee Code 1462 

For petitions filed under: 

§ 1 .53(e) - to accord a filing date. 

§ 1 .57(a) - to accord a filing date. 

§ 1 .182 - for ciecision on a question not specifically provided for. 
§ 1 .183 - to suspend the rules. 

§ 1 .378(e) - for reconsideration of decision on petition refusing to accept delayed payment of maintenance fee in an expired patent. 
§ 1.741(b) - to accord a filing date to an application under § 1.740 for extension of a patent term. 



Petition Fees under 37 CFR 1.17(g): Fee $200 Fee Code 1463 

For petitions filed under: 

§ 1 .12 - for access to an assignment record. 

§ 1 .14 - for access to an application. 

§ 1 .47 - for filing by other than all me inventors or a person not the inventor. 

§ 1 .59 - for expungement of information. 

§ 1 .103(a) - to suspend action sn an appiicatioa 

§ 1 .136(b) - for review of a request for extension of time when the provisions of section 1. 136(a) are not available. 
§ 1 .295 - for review of refusal to publish a statutory invention registration'. 

§ 1 .296 - to withdrav/ a request for putnication of a statutory invention regtstra^on nted on or after the date the notice of mtent to publish issued. 

§ 1 .377 - for reviev/ of decision refusing to accept and record payment of a maintenance fee filed prior to expiration of a patent. 

§ 1 .550(c) - for patent owner requests for extension of time in exoarte reexamination proceedings. 

§ 1 .956 - for patent ov.-ner requests for extension of time in inter cartes reexamination pn>ceedlngs. 

§ 5.12 - for expedited handling of a foreign filing license. 

§ 5.15 > for changing the scope of a ticense. 

§ 5.25 - for retroactive license. 



Petition Fees under 37 CFR 1.17(h): Fee $130 Fee Code 1464 

For petitions filed under: 

§ 1 19(9) - to request documents in a form other than diat provided in Vris part. 

§ 1 .84 - for accepting color drawngs or photographs. 

§ 1 .91 - for entry of a model or exhibit. 

§ 1 .102(d) - to make an application special. 

§ 1 .138(c) - to expressly abandon an application to avoid publication. 
§ 1 .313 - to vvithdra^an application from issue. 
§ 1 .314 - tojl^e^^ance or a patent. 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.17. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.1 1 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 5 minutes 
to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief 
Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES 
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If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1'800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



